LIBRARIES IN MUSLIM INDIA

(Continued from page 347 of the October 1945 Issue)

TIPU SULTAN'’S LIBRARY

T IPU Sultan, who was a patron of the learned, had within his fold

men of genius and exceptional learning such as were never to be

seen there afterwards. Tipt had the rare gift of judging every

man's talent, giving him the post for which he was best suited. Among

scholars and men of learning some were entrusted with the task of educa-
tion, some with the writing of books, some with translation work.

He founded a university with various branches of arts and learning.
It had a good library which included books on various subjects.

When the Sultan met his heroic death and Seringapatam fell into the
hands of the British, they got hold of the library along with other royal
booty. They looted and destroyed mercilessly, and the remaining books
were lying uncared for for six years afterwards. Later on some of the books
were sent to the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, and the rest to London.

The catalogue of the remaining books prepared by Major Stuart in
1808 and published at Cambridge shows the following number of books
on the subjects noted against them.

Holy Qur’an .. 44 Tibb . .. 62
Tasawuf. . .. 56 Storles .. .. 18
Astronomy .. 20 Hadith .. c. 42
Poetry .. .. 1Ig Arts . .. 19
Commentary e 41 Language .. 45
Ethics .. .. 24 Turkish .. .2
Mathematics ve 7 Ilahiyat .. L. 42
Hindi Poetry .. 23 Philosophy .. 54
Waza'if .. .. 35 Dictionary .. 29
Figh .. . 62

The most notable books entered in the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal
are :

Risala” Padkha, Muntakhab Dawabit Sultani, Dabta-i-Imsal, Rahe-e-
Fatan-was-Suwar, Fath-ul-Mujahidin, Waqi‘a Manazil, Roznama-i-
Hyderabad, Atalig-i-Shahzada, Majmi‘a-1-Sanadat, Hukm Ndma
and Collection of Faramin. .
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The notable and rare books in Urdu only entered in the India Office,
London, are as follows :—

Tadhkira-i-Shu‘ara-i-Hindu by Fath ‘Ali Husain. ‘Ali Ndma by
Mulla Nusrati.

Guslflhan-»e-‘lshq by Mulla Nusrati. Kuliyat-e-Qutb Shah by Qutb
ah.

Ruh Afza (Qissa-i- Ridwan-Shah) Fa'iz. Qissa-e-Mah-i-Paikar.
Qissa Bahram-o-Gul, by Tab'i Gulkandawi. Phiilbun by Ibn Nishati.

Tuti Nama by Ibn NlShdh Qissa Padmavat Dakhini by Tab‘i
Gulkundawi.

Qissa-i-La'l-o-Gauhar by ‘Arif-ud-Din Khin ‘Ajiz.

Diwan-1- Yaqgin by In‘amallah Khan Yaqin.

Bhogbal translated by Shihab-ud-Din.

Mufarrah-ul-Qulub by Husain ‘Ali.

Qissa Ridwan Shah by Fa'iz.

Qissa Mah Paikar by Fi'iz.

Qissa Bahram-o-Gul Andam (Tab'i Golkundawi written in 1081 A.H).
Diwwan Rafi' Sauda by Sauda.

Qasa’id Rafi’ Sauda.

Sri Ganesh, translation from Sanskrit.

Sunder Sukhar translation from Sanskrit,

Dhori Hindi by Shah Durvesh Gujrati (Tasawuf).
Raudat-ush-Shohada by Seva Gulbargavi.

Risala Sarud Rag i.e. Maymu'a-1-Qadium Dakhan Qasba.
Nishat-ul-‘Ishq Sharh Ghauthiya (translation).

Translation of Miftah-us-Salat by Fath Muhammad Burhanpari.
Khulasa-i-Sultani by Sayyid Imamuddin and Muhammad Samad

Qadi of Seringapatum.
Kalid-i-Zaban-1- Telinga.
The library of Windsor Castle has a copy of the Holy Qur’an which
1s written in the hand of Aurangzéeb ‘Alamgir. It is in fine Khatt-i-Naskh,
decorated with beautiful painting and colouring. It is said to be worth

ninety thousand rupees. This was also a rare treasure of TipG Sultan’s
Library.!

THE LIBRARY OF MADRAS ARABIA KHANQAH

SaHsArRAM, the birth-place of Shér Shah, is a famous place in Bihar.
Shah Kabir, a saint, lived here in the beginning of the twelfth century

1. Tartkh-i-Mysore, p. 355, Bangalore edition.
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Hijri. In 1129 A .H. Farrukh Siyarcreated a trust of eighteen villages free
of rent, fetching an income of one lakh of Dirhams. Shih Khalilullah,
the successor of Shih Sahib, got possession of it. In 1175 Shih ‘Alam II
again gifted 41 villages by way of Mawazatut-Tamgha.! A Madrasa was
attached to this Khangah, and it still exists as Madrasa Arabia Khangah.2
Probably the library was founded along with the Khangah, as usually
happened ; but with the establishment of the Madrasa Arabia the library
was attached to that Madrasa. This was a very large and valuable
library. It is approximately valued at Rs. one lakh. Probably this library
st1ll exists at the Madrasa.

RAJA SHITAB RAY'S LIBRARY

RAja Shitab Ray was the Nazim of Bihar in the last days of Mughal
rule in India. He was a patron of the arts, learning, and the learned. His
son Raja Kalian succeeded him as Nazim after his death. He was a poet
and the author of many books. He had a library of his own, which con-
tained mostly Persian books and some books on history. But the hbrary
gradually deteriorated as the descendants of the Raja had ceased to take
interest in Persian. Some years ago, on the occasion of an exhibition,
the living descendant of the family—a very respectable man—was kind
enough to allow people to see the books of his library which were heaped
in trunks like waste paper. There was no rare book present.

RAJA RAM NARA'IN’S LIBRARY

RAM Nara’in, who was the Nazim of Bihar before Shitib Ray, also
had a personal library, and his descendants have still some of the books.

SADIQPUR PATNA LIBRARY

SADIQPUR, a Mohalla of Patna, has ever been famous for men of éearning.
Maulavi Ahmedullah Sihib ibn Maulavi 113hi Bakhsh Sihib Ja‘'fari, and
Maulavi Wilayat ‘Ali Sahib 1bn Hakim Eradat Husain Sihib were most
distinguished scholars of Sadiqpir. They had their own libraries. In the
revolt of 1857, the Government confiscated all their property, including
the library. A major portion of this library reached LLondon and some
portion found its way into Khuda Bukhsh Khian’s library at Patna. Some
of the books are still preserved by the descendants of that family, and
they regard them with love and respect. Shams-ul-‘Ulium, a dictionary, is
one of these books.

It i1s a piece of history that rich men of Mubhalla Kaiwan Shikoh,
Héj{ganj, Shad Manzil. Terhi Ghat, Dholpur, had every one of them a

1. Tarikh-i-Sahsaram, p. 79, Deoband edition.
2. Ibid., p. 82.
%
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personal library. But the libraries perished as the descendants of the
founders took no interest in them. The books are either no more or are
in a hopeless condition.

KHANQAH ‘ABBASI LIBRARY

KHANQAH Abbas1 of Bhagalpur 1s a well-known place in the province

of Bihar which also had a hibrary.

The Khangah of Phulwari Sharif is very old and has always been
centre of scholars It 1s still conspicuous for its religious services in the
cause of Islam. It has had a library for a very long time.

LIBRARIES OF FARUQI SULTAN

Tre Nazims appointed in different provinces in the last days of Féroz
Shah Tughlug declared themselves independent after his death. Malik
R3ja was one of them. He claimed his descent from Hadrat Fartig A‘zam,
and therefore the Sultanate founded by him was called Farliqi Sultanate.

This kingdom was founded at the close of the seventh century Hijri
and 1t came to an end at the hands of Akbar A‘zam 1n 1005. This dynasty
patronised scholars, poets, and Safis, and they also had a fine library.
According to Fenshta Khwaja Mirza ‘Al Isfara ini had seen this library.
When Ferishta himself reached Burhanpur in 1013, he wisited this
library, and there he found a book which contained the years of coronation
and death of the Fartqi kings. Ferishta says he copied the dates in his
book from there.!

The British Museum has a letter of Malik-ush-Shu'ara’ Faidi addressed
to Raja ‘Ali Khian, the king of Khandesh, in which Faidi had requested
the Khandesh ruler to send some pages from the beginning and some
from the end copied from Tughlug Nama, which they had. The words
were —*2

d..h';' By -:\5’-4.2:@),5 ‘/..-‘ Q‘Jg’ c_'Z»«a.‘.:':-.ﬂ é" Ay J.,:J)\ ).J.é' (Ned 9 dg‘ )‘ 95~ a2 03_3.4_)5 o lasd

u\.:hn“-)é iq.a.,\); O')k,a\a. g._.;‘}?:,a.a O.‘\-:.e C,.a.taﬁ O-bj.c. Oﬁjwd

These lines do not disclose the existence of any big library at Khandesh,
but this much may be inferred that Khandesh rulers had a love for learmng
and art and kept in their possession selected books of their liking. This
proves that they had personal libraries besides an official library.

LIBRARIES OF OUDH KINGS

~ BuruAn-uL-Murk Sa‘adat Khin was appointed governor of Oudh
in the decaying days of the Mughal empire. He declared himself independ-

1. Ferishta, Vol. 11, p. 277, Lucknow edition.
2. Ma'anf, A'zamgarh, Vol. 36, No. 5, p. 346.
2%
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ent and became the founder of the kingdom of Oudh. This dynasty for
eight generations ruled Oudh from its capital, Lucknow.

Now Lucknow attracted people more than Delhi. The generosity of
Nawab Asaf-ud-Dawla attracted scholars and men of genius. Schools of
different arts and crafts were opened side by side with the Madrasa.
Libraries were also founded. Lucknow had numerous libraries. Sprenger,
an Englishman, who visited Lucknow in 1848, has described the Royal
Library.

The Royal Library stood in the old Daulat Khiana, behind the iron
bridge near the Gomti, just at RaGmi Darwaza. The site of that library
was most probably the place which 1s now an open field between the Iron
Bridge and Qaisar Bagh. Nothing remains of that illustrious library, no

sign, no mark to tell us that woeful tale. It had more than ten thousand
books. Ghazi-ud-Din Haidar had improved it greatly.

There was another library in the palace of Moti Garden. It had
mostly books on literature. This garden is on the side of the river Gomti,
at some distance from Qaisar Bagh. Sulaiman Qadir lived there after 1857.

Now 1t 1s called ** Mot1 Mahal.”” This Mahal had books numbering above

three thousand, which were chosen and rare.

There was another library in Farrukh Bukhsh Mahal. Though it had
books less than a thousand in number, the pecularity about 1t was that
it was a very valuable hbrary. Every book of this library was gilded and
coloured, and there were many fine specimens of painting and gilding.
The library was specially collected by the orders of Wajd ‘Ali Shiah, and
can rightly be called his personal library.

These libraries were well looked after and they were in good condition,
but the decay in the kingdom at last had its effect on the libraries also.
The Nazims of the libraries were changed quickly, which resulted in
mismanagement as no Nazim could get any opportunity to survey the
library and check what was going wrong with i1it. The books were heaped
in wall almirahs and shelves in a disorderly manner. The result was that
the outgoing librarians, whenever they gave over charge, only pointed to
the numbers of the books, and it was never discovered until later that
many of the most valuable books had been removed and ordinary books
had been putin their place to make the numbers complete. Sprenger says
that the Nazim of the library sold books worth ten thousand rupees and
married his sons on the proceeds. The writer of this article has also seen
many books bearing the seal of Royal Libraries in various libraries of India,
which proves the truth of Sprenger’s assertion. Rdja Salimpur’s Library
has such books in large numbers even now. After 1857, the rest of the
‘books were sent to London.

It had books in the Arabic, Persian, Urdu, Hindi, Sanskrit,
Turkish and Pushto languages, and as regards subjects it had mostiy
books on Tasawuf, Tadhkira, history and literature, Diwans in large
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numbers of course. Lucknow had another famous library belonging
to Mirza Sulaiman Shikoh, the third son of the blind ruler of Delhi, Shah
‘Alam. In 1205 he fled from the Qil‘a-1-Mu‘alla and reached Lucknow.
Lucknow at that time was ruled by Asaf-ud-Dawla. Terhi Kothi was
chosen tfor his residence with great respect and he was given six thousand
rupees for his expenses. Mirza Shikoh was a great lover of the learned,
and distinguished scholars and masters of their art gathered round him.
Himself a poet, he always patronised the poets. He also had a library.

This library had various copies of Dzwan of Shaikh Ghulam Hamddm
Mushafi, written under the supervision of the author himself. Rampur
Library has fine copies of that Diwan, bearing the seal of Mirza Sulaiman

Shikoh.

Kakori, a famous town in the district of Lucknow, has always been a
centre of learning. Many scholars, poets and literary people lived there
because of the patronage of the rich people of that place. They had several
Madrasas, libraries and literary institutions to their credit. One such

place was Amir Mahal, where a large library was established. Bayad
Nﬂr-i-AzaZ, a Tadhkira, written by Shaikh Ghulam Hamdani Mushafi
In 1209, was there. It was copied from a copy of the original in 1239, and
was entered in Amir Mahal Library. Now this copy belongs to Mushir

Ahmad ‘Alavi, B.a., of Kakori.

The description of the Royal Library of Oudh by Sprenger relates to
the period when the kingdom had already become defunct and the library
rumed ‘Abd-ul-Latit, Shustri, who came to Lucknow in the time of
Asaf - ud Dawla, has given the followmg description in his Travels :—

““I wvisited the library along with ‘Allami Tafaddul Khan. It has
books to the number of approximately three lacs and a servant 1s deputed
for every hundred books.

“Books of different languages like Arabic, Persian and English,
both prose and poetry, were there. Besides Qat‘at of penmen, there
were fine specimens of Indian, Iranian, European and Turkish paintings,
in such large numbers that 1t would require Noah’s life to see them all.
I had the opportunity of seeing literary books in countless numbers

—books like Madarik, Masalik, Mafatih, Kashkil, Bahr-ul-Anwar, etc.

““ It has numerous books written in the hand of the authors them-
selves. On enquiry the Muhtamim told me that it contains some seven
hundred such books. When Delhi was ruined, the greater part of that
library came to the Royal Library of Lucknow.

*“ The truth 1s that this library is rare and valuable to such an extent
that even the precious stones of the Royal Library can hardly equal 1t.”’!

This gives a vivid picture of the grandeur and the excellent manage-
ment of the Royal Library of the kings of Oudh.

At WA Ry in e A———

1. Tuhfataul- Alam, P. 349, 350, Bombay edition.
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NAWAB ROHILA’S LIBRARY

THE Rohila Pathans, who had become very strong in the time of
Muhammad Shah, gradually became the masters of Rohilkhand. The
most outstanding Rohila Pathan was Hafiz Rahmat Khan. He was a brave
and also a learned man, and a patron of Sayyids, scholars and distinguish-
ed people. During his rule he carried out many public works like the
construction of mosques and Madrasas. He had a great library also.

In 1188 Nawab Shuja‘-ud-Daula of Oudh murdered Hafiz Rahmat

Khan, annexed his estate to his own kingdom, and looted and plundered
the Royal Palace. !

The library was part of the the loot, and Shuja‘-ud-Daula removed it
to the building of Top Khiana and it was generally called Top-Khana
Library in Lucknow. This was near the Brtish Residency, now called
Bailly Guard, a corrupted name for Bailly Garden. Major Bailly was the
resident at the time of Nawab Sa‘adat ‘Ali Khan. Most probably that was
the place where the Balram Hospital now stands. The big open ticld
1in front of Bailly Guard was also connected with 1t. There was a big two-
storeyed building on the field where the hospital 1s. One portion of that
building was used for military purposes, and in the other portion stood
the library.

The books were heaped in big trunks in a very disorderly manner.
Sprenger has expressed his disapproval of such carelessness and apathy.
These trunks had become the permanent abode of rats ; and, without the
help of sticks, it was dangerous to put one’s hand into them.

Next to rats, worms had destroyed the books most, and many of the
best books fell a prey to these worms. Haft Qulzum, and Taj-ul-Lughat,
considered to be the rarest books of the time, were destroyed. It seems
that Shuja‘-ud-Daula cared more for the gold, silver and precious stones
of the Rohilas, and criminally neglected these books. The generals,
considering them to be useless, threw them into a corner, and they remain-
ed 1n that condition till the time of Sprenger’s visit.

Besides books in Urdu and Persian, the library had a large number of
Pushto books. Books on literature exceeded those on ether subjects.
There were duplicate copies of books, for example there were a hundred
copies of Gulistan and Bustan. oprenger has expressed no opinion regard-
ing these books, but 1t was a point demanding attention, because there
may have been peculiarities about some of them. Certain copies may have
had some distinguishing feature as regards correctness, penmanship, and
antiquity. It is also possible that the Nazim of the library in Lucknow
may have re-stocked it with valuable books.

1. Gul-e-Rahmat, p. 173, Bombay.
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RAJA SALIMPUR’S LIBRARY

SALIMGARH is a village in the suburbs of Lucknow, now called Salim-
pir. The owners of i1t have been called R3jas of Sahmpur ever since the
da s of Oudh kings. Like other chieftains, they have been men of taste
'md patrons of learnmq and the arts. The Ra]as of Salimpar have been
famous for their love of. tents, precious stones, and books, and they have
collected an excellent library. It had books on almost all subjects There
was a big collection of manuscripts. Some books were good specimens of
painting, and ten thousand rupees were offered for a painted Shah Nama
of Firdausi. Manzar-ul-A'yan 1s considered to be very rare in India. Only
one other copy of this book 1s known, and 1t 1s to be found in the Diwani
Library of Hyderabad. But the library of Salimpir is not well managed.
When the writer saw this library, 1t was, 1n spite of the care taken of the
books, in a bad condition. The building of the library 1s in such a dilapid-
ated state that 1t can hardly last long.

~ The books are kept in closed almirahs and are in good condition.
They are in three languages, viz. Arabic, Persian, and Urdu. As regards
subjects, they are mostly on Figh, Tafsir (both Shi‘a and Sunni), and their
principles. Books on history and literature are also sufficiently numerous.
Manuscripts are kept in several big trunks as well as 1n the library in

"Tosha Khana.

LIBRARY OF DARYABAD

DArYABAD, a town 1n the district of Barabanki i1s one of those places
in the Kingdom of Oudh where the torch of learning was alawys kept
alight. Maulana Hakim Nar Karim 5ahib, Maulana Hakim ‘Abddil-‘Aziz
Sahib, and many other great scholars were born there. It was the birth-

place of many accomplished and distinguished men, Muslims as well as
Hmdus even before 1857. Libraries are to be seen there dating from the
elqhteenth century. The library of the Jains was established in 1744.
There was also another library for Hindus, some two hundred years ago.
Both these libraries were destroyed in 1857, but some books preserved
from them still remain.

Several libraries were founded by Muslims as well. Hakim Nir Karim’s
was one of these. Many of his valuable books were destroyed in the
anarchy of 1857, but there are two thousand books still 1n existence,
mostly on medicine. There are some books which were written four
hundred years before. Hakim Sahib himself was a great penman, and
there are several specimens of his writing. Tarikh-ul-Khulafa*, Sharh-e-
Muwagqif, Tafsir Baidavi, Hidaya, Fatawa-i-‘Alamgiri, Sharh-i-Wagaya,
Futih-ul-Ghab, Mzcbahu Masabzh Qanun Shaikh, Nafisi, Igsara,
Tuqim-ul- Buldin in Arabic and ]adhb -ul-Qulub, Mada'm] -un-Nabuwat,
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Hayat-ul-Haiwan, Mir'at-i-Mas‘adi, Muw’at-ul-Wujid, Gulistan, Biistan
are specimens of fine penmanship and faultless manuscripts.

There are some old publications as well, ike Tafsir Kashshaf (1856),
Burhan Qati‘, Dwan-1-Wand ‘Al Shah, Diwan-i-Mehr, Diwan-Zakhmi,
Durra-i-Nadira. And among rare books Madinat-ul-‘Ulim by Arniqi
deserves mention as a specimen of fine penmanship.!

THE LIBRARY OF FARANGI MAHAL

SaHALI also occupies an important place among the famous towns of
Oudh. Shaikh Nizdm-ud-Din Ansari, the famous scholar and saint,
lived there and taught people.

His grandson, Shaikh Hafiz became very famousin the time of Akbar.
The king, when he knew of his learning, granted Jagirs to him in recogni-
tion of his attainments. Mulla Qutb-ud-Din wasin the fourth line of descent
from him. He was such a great saint, that even Aurangzéb desired to see
him. When his enemies had slain him, his son Nizam-ud-Din came over
to Lucknow. The king gave him Farangi Mahal for his residence, which
was formerly the ‘ Kothi’ of Portuguese traders. Mulla Nizam-ud-Din,
like his ancestors, gained such fame as hardly any scholar except Shih
Wali'ullah can boast. The Madrasa which he founded at Farangi Mahal
became later on a kind of university and 1t also had a library. Details are
lacking about this library in the time of Mulla Nizam-ud-Din, but this
much 1s certain, that books were being multiplied by his descendants till
the time of Maulana ‘Abd-ul-Hai, when 1t had grown stupendously large.
The rare books fell into the hands of other people at the time of Maulani’s
death. When the writer visited the library, it had books mostly on Figh.

At present, this library i1s in the eastern hall within the premises of
the two-storeyed building of the Yasufi Press. Some of the books are
kept 1n closed almirahs and some in open ones, subject-wise. Probably
it 1s now rarely opened except for visitors who desire to see it.

The wniter had occasion to see the library of Maulina ‘Abd-ul-Bari
also. It contained books mostly on Figh and Tasawuf. These books were
placed in the recess of the arches in Diwan Khina and on shelves in the
walls. Some manuscripts were kept in open almirahs in the second storey

of Madrasa Nizama.
There was also another library in Lucknow under the supervision of

the Mujtahids, and it remained under their care even after 1857. The
writer in his school-days heard that at the death of Janab Qibla Allan
Sahib it had been given to the other Mujtahid. After him, Qibla Nasir
Husain became Mujtahid. His library is very famous in Lucknow. When
the writer visited the library, he found two kinds of books: one consisted

of those which were already there and were classed as Qadim (old), and

1. Tarikh-i-Darydbad by Brij Bhookan Lal, pp. 276, 277, 278, Lucknow edition,
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the second of those which Mujtahid Sahib himself had added and were
classed under the head Jadid or new. By old, perhaps they meant those

books which the Mujtahids had mherlted from the outgoing Mujtahids
continuously for a very long time.

THE LIBRARIES OF BILGRAM

BirLgraM 1s also a well-known town 1n the suburbs of Lucknow. Men

like Shaikh ‘Abdul-Wahid, Shaikh Nizim, Qadi Mahmid, Qad1 Kamal,
Mir ‘Abd-ul-Wahid, Mufti Amir Haldar Sayyid Ghulim ‘Ali Azad
Bilgrami, Mir ‘Abd-»ul-—]alil Bilgrami, Dr. Sayed ‘Ah Bilgrami, and Nawab
Syed Hussain were born there. They were highly intellectual people and
were gifted with literary attainments. How could they rest without a
hibrary ¢ There were in fact many libraries in Bllgram which were
destroyed by the lapse of time. Some have been traced through the pages
of history.
(1) Qadi Abu’l-Fath Shaikh Kamal Farshari Bilgrami had a big library.

He was born in 917 A.H. and was the Qad7 in the time of Akbar the Great
He was a scholar as well as an administrator. His library consisted of books
on grammar, logic, philosophy, eloquence, jurisprudence, principles of
jurisprudence and Tafsir. The collection of Tafsir was the biggest.

Being himself a fine penman and calligrapher, he wrote a great number
of books in his own hand. He also contributed such elaborate footnotes
that he left no necessity for a commentary. He cared so much for correct-
ness that there was hardly any mistake even in points. Azad Bilgrami
has called one of his works Suhaf Asmani (Divine Books) because of 1ts
accuracy.! Shaikh Kamail died in 1001 A.H. at the ripeage of eighty-four.
The library was ruined after his death and most of the rare books went
out of Bilgram.

The second library belonged to Syed ‘Abdul-Wahid Bilgrami. He was

a fine penman and collected books on different subjects. This library had
countless copies of the Holy Qur’an.

The third library in this town belonged to Syed ‘Abdullah Bilgrami,
who was a reputed scholar of his time and a poet, Qabil was his pen-name,
and he was a master of penmanship. He died in 1132 A.H.

His library contained rare and fine books. But unfortunately 1t fell
into the hands of worthless people and the books were scattered, mis-
placed, and at last destroyed.

The fourth one belonged to ‘Allima Syed ‘Abd-ul-]Jalil Bilgrami, who

was ranked very hlgh for his scholarly attamments He graced high gov-
ernment posts after ‘Alamgir. He was a great lover of books, and took
necessary books with him even on his travels, while the rest of the library

1. Md athir-ul-Kiram, Vol. I, p. 228.
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remained at Bilgram. The books were mostly kept in big trunks. He
writes in one of his letters to Syed Muhammad :(—

“My boy, the book Raudat-un-Ndz:risput in that trunk which was
brought home from Gujrat.” Further he directs him to look after the
book in these words, ““ What should I write to you about the care and
precaution to be taken for the books. You know well how much I love
my books, and after how much labour and search I have collected them
.......... air the books in the sun as often as possible.” It had books
in Urdu, Persian. Arabic, Turkish, Hindi, Sanskrit. The subject-
matter was mostly literature, Hadith, Medicine, lexicography, juris-
prudence and grammar. Syed ‘Abdul-Jalil died in Delhi in 1138, at the
age of about 67.

After the death of Mir 53hib, the library was well looked after by his
descendants for some time. But later on they neglected it as they them-
selves had little touch with learning, and gradually they sold all the books
until not a single page remained in Bilgram. But it 1s a matter of great
satisfaction that a very large number of books, and especially Mir Sﬁ%ib’s
own work, reached the Kutub-Khana-1-Asafiya, Hyderabad.

The fifth library was owned by Shah Tayyib (d. 1152), a notable person-
ality of Bilgram. He lived for a long time in Gurat, a suburb of Ahmed-
abad, 1n connection with his occupation. He was a very fast writer and
a high-class calligrapher. This library had fine specimens of calligraphy
in abundance. Azid Bilgrami writes :—

;...»-J‘K )5-5 L\ -5}.-; la_f uu}:. ,l:.:.n )\ 40...115 -;u\.‘:- L__.AA.S_E

(He left to his memory a big library with fine specimens of calligra-
phy).!

The sixth library belonged to Nawab Shaikh Mir ‘Alamgiri. He was
a rich man but had a spiritual turn of mind. He inhabited a Mohalla 1n
the eastern side of the city coming out of Sayedwara. He provided that
Mohalla with all the necessities of life. While he was constructing a
mosque his soul departed from this world. He willed at the time of his
death that the mosque should be completed after the sale of his books,
which he loved very dearly.? It was probably a very rare collection.

THE LIBRARY OF THE CHIEF OF FARRUKHABAD

Tue Rohilas founded a kingdom in Farrukhabad in the last days of
the Mughals. The Farrukhabad rulers were lovers of learning and patrons
of scholars. This became the first Manzil of the scholars who departed

from Delhi.

1. Ma'athir-ul-Kiram, Vol. 1, p. 53.
2. Ibid., p. ¢8.,
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Badr-ud-Daula Shuja‘-ul-Mulk, Muhammad Sa‘adatmand Khan Baha-
dur Asad Jung was the ruler of Farrukhibad in 1263 A.H. He had the
traditional generosity, bravery and love of learning and the arts. He had
a notable library. In one of the books he has written 1n his own hand

“On 12th Dhil- Haj a 1263 A.H. on Friday the copy of Ma]alzs ul-‘Ushshaq
has been entered 1n the library of Badr- ud Daula Shuja‘-ul-Mulk Muham-
mad Sa‘adat Khan Bahiadur Asad Jung, son of Nawab Amm ud-Daula Md.
Khiradmand Khin Bahadur Bibar Jung, son of Nawab Shams-ud-Daula
Md. Khuda Bandé Khan Bahadur Ghadanfar Jung, the chief of Farrukh-
abad.” This book 1s now in Rampur Library.

THE LIBRARIES OF JAUNPUR

AFTER the downtall of the Tughlugs every governor of India declared
independence. Khwéaja Jahan Na’ib-1-HukGmat-i-Jaunpir founded the
Sharqi dynasty under the title of Malik-ush-Sharq. His descendant ruled
from Qanauj to Bengal.

This was a most fertile place, which helped the rulers to become very
powerful in a short time. They rose rapidly and speedily, provided
Jaunpir with all the paraphernalia of civilisation: a grand mosque,
Khangah, Sara'is, Madrasas, Hammams and magnificent palaces were

built.

Although this kingdom lived for only eighty years, the patronage and
generosity of the Sharqis gathered round them a galaxy of scholars. Whom
they held in such high esteem that they personally visited them.

- Estates with an income of lakhs were creategi in trust for Madrasas
and Khangahs, and the scholars were given big stipends.

When the Mughals came, the royal patronage continued and the
literary act1V1t1es of these scholars did not diminish, Shah Jahin always
said proudly, ““ Our Sharq1s over Shiraz.”” When Burhan-ul-Mulk became
the governor of Oudh, he took all these Jagirs from them and naturally
they migrated to different places in distress, and this literary assembly
was dispersed.

The Sharqi Sultans established countless Madrasas in their time. This
continued up to the time of the Mughals. The following Madrasas have
been traced :—

(1) Madrasa Qadi Shahib-ud-Din Daulatabadi, (2) Madrasa ‘Adil,
(3) Madrasa Ustad-ul-Mulk, (4) Madrasa Mulla Ma'mir, (5) Madrasa
Shaikh Rukn-ud-Din, (6) Madrasa Mulla Khidri, (7) Madrasa Madarniya,
(8) Madrasa Mulld Shams Nir, (9) Madrasa Sadigiya, (10) Madrasa
Khaliliya, (r1) Madrasa ]amlh a, (12) Madrasa Mulla, Babullah,
(13) Madrasa Sadr-Jahin, (14) Madrasa Mulli Shams-ud-Din.

These Madrasas had the same status as our colleges. The teachers were
well known masters of their subjects. These institutions had their own



1946 LIBRARIES IN MUSLIM INDIA s

buildings, with residences (hostels) for the pupils and mosques and
libraries. They were equipped with all the requirements of education.

Besides these, there were many personal libraries. The library of
Maulavi Ma‘shiiq ‘Ali (d. 1262) was well known in Jaunpar. It had five
thousand books.! He was interested 1n teaching and was always surround-
ed by students. This naturally leads us to conclude that the library contain-
ed books on various subjects. The owner compiled a book Tuhfa Tafifa
on Ethics, and another book on Fara’id, which discloses his special aptitude
for Ethics and (Figh) Jurisprudence. This tempts us to say that his
library contained books mostly on these two subjects.

There was another library belonging to Mufti Syed Abu’l-Baga’
(d. 1040). He was Mufti of Jaunpir in the time of Shah Jahin. He had
such a rare intelligence and memory that he got by heart any book he read
once. Shah Jahan once sent to him for correction a book which had been
damaged 1n several places. He read it once and put it in the library and
forgot 1t. After six months, when reminders came from Shah Jahan,
he searched for it everywhere but in vain. At last he wrote the whole
book from memory and sent the complete work to the king. There was
not the slightest difference. The king was very much pleased with him,
and bestowed rewards and Jagirs upon him.?

‘ADIL SHAHI LIBRARY

AFTER the break up of the Bahmani kingdom, five new kingdoms
were set up, namely, Barid Shahi, Qutb OShahi, Nizam Shahi, ‘Imad
Shihi and ‘Adil Shahi. ‘Adil Shihi was the most powerful of all. It had
friendly relations even with countries outside India. There was an ex-
change of ambassadors with Persia and Turkey. Rare presents used to

come from and go to those countries.

The ‘Adil Shahi Sultins were as keenly interested in arts and literature
as they were shrewd in politics. Mulla Zuhdari, Mulla Malik Qummi,
Mulla Fathulla Shirazi, Khwaja ‘Inayatullah Shirazi, and Qasim Ferishta
adorned this court.

The royal patronage attracted men of extraordinary knowledge and
ability from Persia, Iraq, Azarbaijan and Arabia. Rati’-ud-Din Shirazi,
the Khin Salar and Khazanchi, once stated, *‘ As Shiraz 1s my native place,
I know definitely that ten thousand people were benefited by the king’s

patronage.’’?
Original works, as well as works of compilation and translation, were

carried out on a scale such as was known 1n hardly any other contempor-
ary kingdom. Mosques, Madrasas, inns, bridges, monasteries were

I. Ta;ihkim-i-; Ulamda'-i-Jaunpiir, Vol. 11, p. 116,
2. Ibid., p. 64.
3. Basatin-us-Salatin, p. 144, Hyderabad.
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built 1n large numbers. These Sultins were second to none in their taste
and love for books. A very grand Royal Library was established at Bija-
pore. ‘Adil Shih (d. 988 A.H.) humelf was very fond of books, and was
a constant reader. He had, besides the Royal Library, his personal library,
which remained with him whether on a journey or at home. It 1s reported
that he had a great taste and liking for books. He collected different kinds
of books and entered them in his library. There were sixty employees
such as scribes, penmen, gilders, margin- drawers bookbinders, painters,
jwho were always busy with their work. Four trunks full of books always
accompanied the king even on a journey. Once it so happened that on
the last day of the journey, there was a heavy shower of rain and the troops
went in different directions. The king also encamped at one place and,
he called for books there. On enquiry 1t became known that the books
had gone with the troops to another village. ‘Ali ‘Adil Shih became very
angry and said : ‘I have told you several times that the books should
not be kept apart from me, but you do not heed my orders.” A special

Amir was deputed on the spot to go and fetch the books and the king
was restless until they arrived.!

THE LIBRARIES OF BENGAL

TuERE was no dearth of libraries in Bengal also. Nawab Murshid-
abadi’s family were interested in learning and the arts, although political
troubles did not spare them. Nawab Mu'‘in-ud-Daula had a library which
probably contained a great number of books, because we see that there
was a Darogha (Muhtannm\ named Mir Ahmadulldh for the library. His
seal 1s 1nscribed,  Ahmadullah Shafiana.”’ Another officer of this hbrary
was Hatiz Asadullah, who was Tahwildar.

Nigaristan by Maulana Mu'ini Johini, written in the time of Sultan
Abi-Sa‘id Bahadur Khan, was present in that library. The scr1be of the
book 1s Muhammad Husain ibn Md. Muzaftar. He ﬁmshgd it in 953 A.H.
This book 1s at present in the library of Shanti-Niketan. It probably

graced the Royal Library also, because at one placeitiswritten: * In 997
Hijr1 was presented.”

RAMPUR LIBRARY

RaAMPUR 1s one of the several States which were set up in Rohilkhund
after the collapse of the Mughals. The Rampur rulers have been cons-
picuous for their patronage of art and literature. It was the only hospitable
place for scholars and accomplished people after the ruination of Delh
and Lucknow in 1857, and the Rampur ruler received them with open
arms and the greatest generosity. When Rampur became the seat of such
dlstmgulshcd scholars, naturally all doors of learning were opened. A very

. Basutm us- Sala!m p. 148, Hyderabad.
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grand Arabic Madrasa was started with ‘Allama-i-Zaman Maulini
‘Abd-ul-‘Ali, Bahr-ul-‘Ulim Farangi Mahli as the principal. Translation
and original work began side by side. After thorough research into the
history of Rampur it 1s revealed that a library in the proper sense of the
word was started in the time of Muhd. Faidullih Khan. All the translation,
compilation, and original work was carried on in Rampur. The books
presented to the rulers were collected in this library.

In the time of Nawab Sayyid Muhammad Sa‘id Khan (1843 A.H. 1259)
books worth one thousand four hundred and eighty-nipe rupees and
eight annas were bought and entered in the library. At that time it had
rare books like Humayin Nama, Akbar Nama, Khazd'in-ul-‘Alam,
Tarikh Nadiri, Khulasat-ut-Tawarikh, Tarikh Jahan Khani, Tarikh
Majma‘-1- Mahfil.

In the time of Nawab Sayyid Muhd. Yasuf Sahib (1855), books worth
two thousand, seven hundred and fifty-seven rupees and ten and a half
annas were bought to be enetred in the library.

After him Nawab Kalb ‘Ali Khian became the ruler, and the library
improved tremendously during his reign. Books worth {forty-three
thousand, six hundred and eight rupees, thirteen annas, nine pies
(Rs. 43,608-13-9) were bought. These figures do not include the sums
which were spent in purchasing rare books which chanced to come in the
middle of the year., They are Tarikh Ghazni (1llustrated), the writer of
which was rewarded by two thousand rupees, or the rare illustrated copy
of ‘Ajd’ib-ul-Makhlugat. In the time of Nawab Hamid ‘Ali Khan (the
successor of Nawab Kalb ‘Ali Khan) four lakhs twenty-eight thousand,
one hundred and thirty-six rupees, fourteenannas, ten pies were spent on
the library, out of which forty thousand were spent on the building. The
remaining sum includes the purchase of books and the salaries of the staft
of the library for the whole year.

The staff consisted of Secretary, manager, regtstrar, Tahwildar,
Khush-Navis, Naggash, Warraq, Sahhaf, Pasban, Farrash, etc. Thislibrary
is still in full bloom. It contains books on the following subjects :—T afsir,
Hadith, Asma’-ur-Rijal, Principles of Jurisprudence, Kalam, mysticism,
ethics, philosophy, astronomy, logic, medicine, lexicography, grammar,
literature, history, biography, etc.

The books are written 1in the following languages :—

Arabic, Persian, Urdu, English, Turkish, Pashto, Bhasha, Sanskrit,
Nagri, Punjab.

As regards old books, 2>s+! <51 by ‘Abd-ul-Hasan, ‘Al ibn Muham-
mad Mawardi Shafi‘i (d. 450) is the oldest. And  +41 ol 3 ~d) by Imam
Abu’l-Qasim ‘Abd-ul-Karimibn Hawazin Nishapuri(d. 465) 1s the oldest
so far as Kifibat is concerned. It was written per pen Ja'far ibn ‘Uthman-as-
Sairafial-Haddadi, in 679 A.H.. .1t penmanship is to be taken intoaccount,
the Katbas of Yagdt Musta‘sami, the most famous calligrapher of the

B—3
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Mushim world take first place. In the same way the complete Diwdn of
Alhadra from the pen of the same calligrapher is to be found there.

There 1s no record to show the number of books in the time of the
early rulers of Rampur. In the time of Nawab Kalb ‘Ali Khan, the famous
poet Amir Mina'i, the then Nazim, gave the number of the books as 9347
in 1889. Hakim Ajymal Khan the well-known physician, succeeded him
.as Nazim. He prepared an elaborate catalogue (Vol. I) of Arabic books,
enumerating 12,451 books. The second volume was published in 1927.

Hatz Abmwli Khan was then Nazim. His figure is 24,115.

HOW LIBRARIES WERE MANAGED IN OLD DAYS

THERE was a special department to look after the management of the
library and this department had under its control many officers of different
ranks. Besides Madrasas, monasteries and mosques and personal libraries,
all the hibraries established by the ruler of the time or by some courtier
of the king had their own special separate building. Partlcular care was
taken to prov1de the building with sufficient light and air. The floors
were kept free from worms and from dampness, since these things destroy-
ed the books very soon, as is evident from the library buildings of Humayan

and Akbar.

The highest official of the library was the Nazim,! who was also
called Mu'tamad. He was in charge of income, expense, the appointment
and dismissal of servants. This post in the hbrary was generally reserved
for nobles of the court, as 1s revealed by the seals of royal books.

The post next to that of Nazim was of Dardogha® or Muhtamim. He used
to look after the internal management of the library under the direction
of the Nazim. It was essential that he should be a man of extraordinary
ability and well versed 1n all arts and sciences. He also had his assistant.
Apart from management he had to select, purchase, and classity the books
sub]ect wise. He had many clerks under him, whose duties were to enter
the books in the register, and to keep separate registers for separate
subjects, and number the books,* as was the usual procedure in the libra-

ries of Oudh.

Under the Darogha there were several employees who arranged the
books 1n trunks and almirahs in serial numbers. Along with them were
the Sahhat and Warraq,* whose work was to take out every book and to
remove the dust and to clean the book after turning every page, and to

separate the pages if they had stuck together.

I. Shah Jahdn Nama, Vol. 11, p. sos,

2. Mua'arif, Vol. X1V, p. 423, 424 and Shadh Jahah Nama, Vol. 1I, p. 5s. Ma’dthi*r-i-Rahimi, Vol.
II1, part 11, p. 1686. '

3. Catalogue of Rampur Library, Vol. 1, p. 7.

4. Ma'athir-1- Rahimi, Vol. 111, p. 1680.

3*
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There was also a bookbinder for the library, one or more according to
requirements. These bookbinders were masters of their art. They knew
the prevalent types of bookbinding fully well. There are still some book-
binders at Hyderabad who are their real successors.}

PAINTERS

In the same way there were several painters who painted fine pictures
for the books. Their paintings were a marvel for the people. The same
was the condition of Naqqash. They were experts in colouring and in
making colours. The colours were so fast that even now, after the lapse
of two or three hundred years, the colour, the polish and the glaze have

hardly undergone any change. It seems as though the work has just
been finished.?

Kuusa Navis

There were several penmen or calligraphers, who were considered
essential. They were experts in different types of calligraphy, Khatt-1-Kaf1,
Khatt-1-Naskh, Khatt-1-Nasta‘liq, Khatt-1-Shikasta. They used to write
the complete book or complete some unfinished book.3

KATIB (SCRIBE)

Several scribes were employed, who used to copy the rare books.
There were copyists also working along with them, who used to copy
some particular portion at greater speed.

MuqaBiLa Navis

The books written by these two were sent to the Mugabila Navis, or

the comparing scribes, who were specially employed to compare the copy
with the original and correct any mistake.4

MusaHHIH

Besipes all these a Musahhih or corrector was employed. He was
generally a man of great ability and learning. If any books were eaten by
worms so that only half of the words remained, it was the duty of the
Musahhih to restore those words in a correct way. He was also expected
to remove any defects or mistakes 1n the original.

1. Md'dathir-i-Rahimi, Vol. 111, p. 1680.
2. Ibid., p. 1683, Cal.

3. Ihd., p. 1683, 1678.

4. Ibhid., p. 1696.
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JADWAL SAz
He was also one of the members of the staff of the library, who used

to make plain, coloured, silvery, golden, original and artificial marginal
drawings round the page.

S. A. ZAFAR NADVI.

(Concluded).



