A VALUABLE MANUSCRIPT OF THE
FUTUHAT-AL MAKKIYYA

MONG the valuable manuscripts presented to the library of the
Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta, by His Exalted Highness the
Nizam of Hyderabad, there is a copy of Muhi-ud-Din lbnal

‘Arabi’s Futdhdt-al-Makkiyya which contains, among others, the auto-
graph-notes of ‘Abdur Rahim. Khén-Khanan (d. 1036 A.H./1026 A.D.),
the Emperor Jahangir (1014-37 A.H./1605-1628 A.D.), and Sayyid Muham-
mad, the famous Sufi saint of Gujarat. (d 1045 A.H./ 1635 A.D.).

The manuscript (stze 114X 71 8% 5 ; 35 lines to a page) 1s dwvided
into five volumes It 1s written 1mn a beautiful, minute Naskh and 1s slightly
defective at the end. As the colophon which should probably have
contained the name of the scribe and the date of the manuscript 1s missing,
it is not possible to state definitely the exact date of its transcription, but
it is perhaps safe to assert that 1t was copied towards the beginning of the
ninth century A.H.

It appears from the autograph-note of the Khan-Khanan ('Abdur
Rahim) that the manuscript was brought to him by one Mullda Hasan
‘Ali Isfahani and that it entered his library at Ahmadabid on the 7th
Rabi‘-uth-Thani, 992, A.H. (1584 A.D.)

The note runs as follows :(—
AN e U A QYT qqy 3 1 e FLak ol Je oS
o e s {aﬁﬂ\_}:i(_}:j" 2 S Ut 53T e 8 CWJ‘ (e Sed i
- l.:lw_j TJ.A!:— ..ulwi:& Lé; L)L‘Ff‘_)“-' .

Translation.—"* Having purchased this valuable copy, Mulld Hasan
‘Ali of Isfahan brought it to me at Ahmadabad—may God profect
it from evil and destruction—on the 7th Rabi-uth-Thani, gg2
(A.H.), and it entered the library of this poor, sinful faqr, "Abdur
Rahim, son of Muhammad Bairdm, may God pardon them hoth
Praise (be to God) and blessings (on the Prophet.”)

This note is followed by a seal of ‘Abdur Rahim bearing the date 992,
A.H. Probably he presented the manuscript to the Emperor Jahangir
who, in his turn, presented it to Mir Sayyid Muhammad ot Gujardt, in
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1028, A.H. (1619 A.D.) The autograph-note of Jahdngir runs as follows :-

L

Seadt o 5T TE YL 5 A8 MY pe bl § F350- A1 dl
S oS 5 ol il 3T = Koy Zhoas >3 S AR s Fols >z My
A dy{ﬁjtm&émﬁiubﬁdwfﬁjwﬁfﬁgL(q'lrbf
35 ke alady 81 ! olisl jlef\.—» ool (A o8 53 It Jid 0y e @3

I-L‘?;fe boyn de sl py diu‘z"‘ \r*d‘“*u‘l”i“'i"ﬂ“" Ky

Translation.—"" Allah-u-Akbar ! When 1 deputed the scion of the
Sayyids, Mir Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad from my capital, "Agra, to
Gujarat, the residence of his father Mir Sayyid Muhammad-—a
(mystic) adorned with the qualities of excellence and rectitude—I
also sent this excellent book, entitled Frtuhdt-al-Makki, to the
aforesaid Mir as a present. Written by this slave of the Caurt of Gad,
N{r-ud-Din (Muhammad) Jahdngir Padshah, son of Akbar
Padshah Ghazi, on the 14th of the Ildhi month, the 14th vear
(of Julus) corresponding with the 26th Shawwal, 1028, Hyra.”

Sayyid Muhammad,® who was born on the 14th Rajab, 98¢ A.H.,®
was a well-known mystic of Ahmadabad, Gujarit. He was a descendant®

1. Sorme mischievous person has mutdated the autograph of the Emperor by adding additional lettexs

or makaz. or nugtd, etc., as for instance, _~ .',fﬁ ~ -+ + has been changed 1nto | w> f ‘» S etc

sanifarly, m Mir Saysyid Muhammad's autugraph _» 4 'IN> hag been changed mto JJ»‘ 2N ete

2. Hus full utle ¢ as Sayyid Muhunraad, Magbul ‘Aium bin Sayyd Jalal-ud-Din, Mah ‘Alam (Mrrdt-
1-Ahmadi, Supplement Gaekwad's Oriental Sertes, p 41, ] Burgess, The Muhurmmadan Architecture
of Ahmaddbdd, Part u, London, 1905, p 13}

5. Mirdt-1 Ahmadi, Supplement, p. 41 According to Bddshdhnama (Vvoi 1, Part 1, p 329), ‘Amal-
Salih (Vol. w1, p 359) and Ma'athrr-ul-Umard, Vol 1. p 4447 the Sayvid got the following chrono-

gram of his birth
T

.j}a-ui_," JL"%-"\} ».;-—-.E_)url

4 According o Mulla Abdul Hamid (Bddshdhndma, Vol. s, Part 1L, p 3295, be was the Fifth in descent
from the famous S0fi saint, Shah ‘Alamm Bargess has given the following genealogical table of the Mir
s The Muh. Arch of Ahmadabad (u, p. 15) which 1s 1dentical with that of the Murdt (Suppl. p 40}

1 Makhdum Jahaniyan Jahangasht Saiyytd Jalal Bukhari (A D. 1308-1384)

2 ‘Abdullih Quth ‘Alam or Sayyid Burhan-ud-Din, {(d 857 AH./1453 A D.) buried at Batud
(Ahmadibid)

3. Sayyid Muhammad Shih "Alam known as Miyan Manifa, son of Qutb ‘Alam, died 20th Juméada

II, 880 A.H. (215t October, 1475. A D)

Sayyid Ragl, Sattar 'Alam, son of Shah ‘Alam.

Sayyid Ahmad Shahid, Panah ‘Alam, son of Raj Saftar
Sayyid ‘Abdul Ghafiir, Mazhar ‘Alam

Sayyid Hasan, Nir ‘Alam, son of Sayyid ‘Abdul Ghafir
Sayyid Jalal-ud-Din, Mah ‘Alam, son of Sayyid Hasan

Sayyid Muhammad, Magbul ‘Alam, son of Sayyid Jalal-ud-Din

£ 2N S op
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of the famous saint Shiah ‘Alam® (d. 880 AH. 147z A.D.) whose tomb
at Rastlabad.? near Ahmadabad, 1s wvistted by thousands of devoted
Muslims every year. Sayyid Muhammad was the Sajjada Nashin® of the
tomb of Shih ‘Alam. He met the Emperor Jahangir in the 12th and the
13th years of his reign, in 1026 A.H. and 1027 A.H. (1617, 1618 A.D.)
The Emperor refers to him in his Memars in four places, namely,
(1) when the Sayyid came to see him along with the other Shavkhs
living at Ahmadabad* and
(12) when the Emperor enguired fiom him about a reported
miracle of Shih ‘Alam. The Emperor writes (thus)—

“1 myself asked Sayyid Muhammad, who 1s lord of tne prayes
carpet (in charge of the Mausoleum) and whe 1s not wanting i
excellence and reasonableness, what was the real starc  of aftairs
.. . %°and

(i1) when the Emperor gave him a sum of R~ 2,000 to1 celebrat -
g the ‘Urs of Shah "Alam® (1027} and when
(iv) he presented to the Mir a copy of the Qus’dn transciibed by
the famous calligraphist, Ya'gut-al-Musta‘sami and «ched him 1o
translate it into Persian?and tosend 1t to him through his son Savyid
Jalal. The Emperor has given an interesting account of thi< madent
in his Memonrs He savs :®
“ On Saturday [ ordered Savyid Muhammad, grandson of dhah
‘Alam, to ask for whatever he desired witheut conccalment, and |1
took an cath on the Qordn to this effect. He said that as I had sworn

1 Fo Shéhiﬂlam’b fife see Morat-e Awmil Sappl . p 37, Ko ahwl Wva oopp 71, 72, tor s
contribution to Urdu htcrature sez “3bdal Hag's  Tho Sunt Work m the Laily Detelopmornd of Urdu I ang-
uage (Aurangabad, Deccan, 1011), pp 28-3. See alsu A 5 Commussatzat’s Hotorn of G if Vol
1, 1938 p. 208, etc . " Ain-. Arbant (Jarret, wi, o 372,

5 * Rasulabad, the dwelling of the apostle 01, 1« the place © now Usldll styled, brnat A, s soLhin
the bounds of the villaze ot Panc-Limaa or d>undhal Khandrol, «bout o mii~ and 4 quarter to the south
of Ahmadabid, and two and ¢ nalf miles north-west of Buuwe or \ atuva, where s the tomb of Shah
‘Alam’s father * (Burgess, The Muk Arch nt Ahmot bal, 1. p 16)

5 According to Mwrdt-1 Ahradi (Suppl, p 41}, hus fathrr dayyid Jalal Mub o Alas o gave him the Saijadd
two vears before his death, whicn took place on the 14th Dhu’l (Qa da, 1003 A H

4. Memorrs of Jahangir (translated by Rogers and Beverwdger, Vol 1, » 410 The Lmperor writes thus
“ On this day Sayyid Mubammad, Sahtb Sayuda, {(Lord of the prayet carpet), of Shat Atan {4 mosque
near Ahmedabad). . and other Shaikhs hiving at Ahmedabad came 16 mect Mme and pay their respect

5. Memors, L., p 422. The Persian text is a» follows *—

.h_:g_f- ﬂfr‘—lrﬂ_fp&w ‘_g-h: J.EMJ J.!fdﬁJ Jlr-—);—wvﬁo R PR -fn_f-ﬂ-c-ﬁ.xm«‘} 3 g4 4y
.‘:-l;-«_y _‘;1}3} ra'm‘j;ﬁ ut.a’:‘: Kt ol B L x_..‘.-df‘ﬁ...:_;.‘: ) A Gz
( Tuzuk-r Jahangin, Nawal Kishore edition, p 211)

6 Memots, 1, p 12

7 Shah Nawaz Khan (Md athiy-ul-Umara, i p 443, says that tne Mir actualyy wranstatec the (Q )r 4ar
into Persian but I have been unable to trace any ontemporary authority  supprrtiee fhie stateme™

8. Memous, 11, pp 34 15
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on the Qordn he would ask for a Qordn, that he maght always have
it by him, and that the merit of reading it might accrue to His
Ma]esty Accordingly, I gave the Mir a (Joran m Ya'q(t’s hand-
writing. It was a small, elegant volume, and was the wonder of
the age. On the back of it I wrote with my own hand that 1 had
made this gift on a certain day and in a certain place to Sayyid
Mubammad. The real reason for this i1s that the Mir 1s of an
exceedingly good disposition endowed with personal nobility and
acquired excellences, of good manners and approved ways, with a
very pleasing face and open forehead. 1 have never seen a man of
this country of such a pleasing disposition as the Mir I told him
to translate this Qordn into plain language without ornament, and
that without occupying himself with explanations or fine lanquage
he should translate the Qordn 1n simple language {lughat-i-rikhta)
word for word mto Persian, and should not add one letter to its
exact purport. After he had completed it he should send it by his
son Jalalu-d-din Sayyid to the Court. The Mir's son 1s also a
young man of external and internal intelligence. The signs of
piety and blessedness are distinct on his forehead. The Mir 1s
proud of his son, and in truth he is worthy, as he 1s an excellent
youth.”

Mulld ‘Abdul Hamid assigns the Sayyid a place of honour among the
Shaykhs of the reign of the Emperor Shihjahan and states that the
Emperor met him twice,! once when he visited Gujarit as a prince in the
company of the Emperor Jahangir and agaln when he was returning from
Junair,? a hill-fortress in the Deccan. ‘Abdul Hamid adds that as the
Sayyid suffered from asthma, he was unable to wait on the Emperor
personaily. Accordingly, he sent his son Sayyid Jalal to the Royal Court 8
He died in 1045 A.H./1635 A.D. in the eighth year of the reign? (of
Shah]ahan) and was buned ai: Rasdélabad,® outmde the city of &hmadabad

T Badshahnama Vol 1, Part n, p 329
2 Ibid , p. 329. ‘Amal-1-Salih (Vol 1, p. 359) grves Ajmir for Junair It says :

-bb}aiﬂjﬂiu’j'“}f #K}‘_}S i’-ﬂ_ﬁ.i“ J-J-‘i)\;_}‘»ﬂy- ’jJLr}JJ

Apparently »# ! 1s a mistake for -

3. Bddshdhndma, Vol 1, Part 11, p. 329.

4 Ibid., p. 332; ‘Amal-1-Salih, 14, p. 359. Mirdt-1-Ahmadi (Suppl, p. 42) says that he died on the
12th Rajab, 1045 A.H.

5. Burgess gives the followmg description of hus tomb : “ At a distance of about sixty yards west-
south from the central mausoleum (of Shah ‘Alam) 15 second on the same plan and scale, but having 1ts
main entrance on the east, another on the south and doors between the piilars on each face The arches
over these doors are all filled with the same beautiful perforated stone-work as in the Pir’s tomb ; much
of this, however, has probably been restored n an imitative way during the nineteenth century. The
central grave in this torab 1s that of Sayyid Muhammad Magbul ‘Alam, the son of Sayyid Jalal-ud-din
Mak ‘Alam, and sixth in descent from the Pir. Over this grave, upon a stone tablet, are the footprints
of the prophet (gadam-i-rasill ¥4 sharif ). Inside the dargih also are three other graves on the south side ;
these are of Magbal ‘Alam’s son Sayyid Jalal ad-Din Magsud ‘Alam, in the centre . " {The
Muhammadan Architecture of Ahmadabad, 4, p. 20).
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Mir Sayyid Muhammad wrote a large number of Sufistic works also, but
the author of the Mirat-i-Ahmadi refers to only two of them,” namely :

(1) Jum’at-1-Shahi (» =~ 1.}, which is in seven volumes and
comprises ‘ the discourses of Shah ‘Alam on Divine mysteries ’, and

(1) Latd'tf-1-Shahi ( oW —#& 1 .), comprising the morning and the
evening prayers, etc.

He is also reported to have been very generous and to have distributed
500 Mahmdi coins every Friday.?

His son Sayyid Jalal, Magsud ‘Alam (who carried the present manu-
script of the Futuhat from the Emperor Jahingir to his father) was born
on Saturday might, 15th Jumada II, 1003 A H.? (27th January, 1595 A.D.)
He learnt the Qur'dn by heart at the age of 11 and later pursued the study
of various subjects under Mawldnd Husayn Shaybéni and completed his
studies under Shaykh ‘Abdul ‘Aziz, a murid and pupil of Magbul ‘Alam.
He learnt the mystic sctences from his father.* He visited Agra about the
year 1028 A.H. and the Emperor Jahangir presented him with an
elephant.® He also paid visits to the Court of the Emperor Shahjahén in
the years 1037 A.H., 1039 A.H., 1047 A.H., and 1048 A.H , and received
valuable gifts from the Emperor.® On the gth Sha‘ban, 1052 A.H. the
Emperor persuaded him to accept the mansab of a Commander of 4000
personal and 700 horse? and later promoted him te a mansab of 6ooo
personal and 1500 horse.? He was also appointed {o the post of a Sadr,
an office which was previously held by Misavi Khan.? He was a devoted
mystic, versed in the technique of the S(fis and wrote verses under the

I. Supplement, p. 42
2. Ibid., p. 42 In ‘Amal-i Salih (11, pp. 358-359) there 15 a reference to the wenerosity uf the Nir It s

said that ali the people, numbering more than a lac, who assembled on the occasion of the "Urs of Shah,
‘Alam are provided with food by the Mir.

3. The chronogram of his birth 15 . s~y 2 s (Bddshdhndma, Vol u, Part i, p 332 ; Mrat-t Ahmadi,
Suppl., p 42). According to 'Amal-: Salik (111, p, 362) be was born on the 1rth Jumada I, 1on3 AH.

4. Mirat-1 Ahmadi, Suppl , p. 42.

5. Memours (translated by Rogers and Bevendge), 11, p. 98.

6. Ydd-i Arwyydm (by 'Abdul Hayy), ‘Aligarh, 1919, p 74. According to the Bddshdhndma, n, p 134
1048 AHY, p. 142 (1048 A H), p 144 (1048 AH), p. 151 (1oso AJH ). p.155 1090 AH), p 290
(1052 A H.), p. 307 {1052 A.H), p. 310 (1052 A H.), he was arven 500 muhy , 2 horses . Rs 10,007,
Rs. 3,000, Rs. 5,000 ; Rs, 5,000 ; Rs. 5,000 ; Rs. 10,000, 1espectivels

w. Bddshdhndma, i1, pp. 315, 316. He was also anarded Rs 30,000 cash, besides other prisents, Shah
Nawaz Khin (Ma’dthir-ul-Umard, 15, p 449) savs that the ceneral public disapproed of this action of
the Sayyid.

8. On 11th Jumada I, 1056 A.H. (Badshdhnama, st p. 511). A little later he was raised 1o beso Dersooal
and 2000 hogse (Bddshdhndma, u, pp. 627. 718}

9. Bddshdhndma, 11, p. 316 ; (Mc'dthy -ul-Umard, ut, p 449)
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%en-name of Rizd'i, or Rizd.! According to Mulid ‘Abdul Hamid, the
mperor Shahjahan had a very high opinion of Sayyid Jalal’s attainments
and character and had expressed the opinion that he * was a most genial
campanion. ? In 1056 A.H. (1646, A.D.) we find him at Kibul® and, a
vear later (20th Rabi’ 11, 1054) we hear of his death at Lahore.* He was
bunied there and later his body was exhumed and taken to Ahmadabad
and buried at Raslabad, near the grave of his father, Sayyid Muhammad.®

1. On a pillar of the porch of the great rauza of Qutab Alam at Batwi, the following verses, appa-
rently compoged by the same Jalal, are to be found :

"J:‘!l-;lal’:-'_,};)li;o}_)j] 3951 .18 o -f[..l'np.__,ié
SRV T g sy a3 ol Toy S 2 5
s o ey a2y S5 o6 s Sl ale
(Translation : * Qutab ‘Alam who is sovereign of the spheres.
Has by the rauza augmented the glory of the spheres.
Ere this vault of the sky had no Crown ;
His Gunbad (sepulchral cupola) became the crown of the spheres,
Composed by the born Slave of the famity Jaldl bin Muhamm d bin Jalal Shahs™).
(H Cousens, Revised List of Antiquarian Remains in the Bombay Presidency, 1897, p. 307).
In Murdt-1 Ahmadi(Suppl., p. 43) three Rubai's of Sayyid Jalal are quoted, Of them, the following
bears the pen-name of the poet, t.e., Riza:

oy B oaleiie m R85, \es By O G S
o) g g2 sl P e () P Glaes B A e s

In 'Amal-i-Salih (a1, pp. 360, 361) three more Ruba'is are quoted ; whie in Ma'dthir-wl-Umard
(i1, p. 449) another Rubi'l is given which the author quotes with the following remark:

S BIPE s° .'iJL';' !

2. Bddshdhndma, Vol. 1, Part 1, p. 331. )

3. Ibida, Vol. 11, pp. 519, 571. Ma'dthir-ul-Umavrd, i, p. 771. A year earlier he was m Kashmir (Bdd-
shdhndma, 11, p. 448),

4. Bddshéhrdma, Vol. 11, p. 718, The news of hisdeath was conveyed to the Emperor on the 1st
umida I, 1057 {Bddshdhndma, 11, p. 681} who expressed regret at his death ; asked for his pardon from
God and bestowed Royal favours on his descendants. ‘Amal-1-Salih (1n, p. 362) places the Sayyid’s
death on the 11th Juméda II, which does not seem to be correct. According to Mirdt-1-Ahmadi (Suppl.
p. 43), however, the Sayyid died mm 10590 A.H. which i1s quite wrong. See also Ma'dthir-ul-Umard (1,
p. 450) where the Sayyid is reported to have died on the 1st Jumada I, 1057 A H.

5. Muirdt-1 Ahmadi, Supplement, p. 43. Sayvid Jalal was survived by three sons :

(i) Sayyid Ja‘far Badr-1-‘Alam (borm 1023 AH., died 1085 A.H.). Hesucceeded his father as
Safjdda Nashin in 105z A.H. {Bddshdhndma, i1, p. 315) ; suffered from an attack of paralysis in 1056
A H. (Bad. p, €82), refused to accept the off.ce of Sadr-us-Sudir under Shéhjahén {(Murrdt, Suppl., p. 44),
etc. He 1s reported to have been excelled his father in learnmg (Bad., 1, p. 733). He was a volum nous
writer, and the author of the Mirdt (Suppl. pp. 43, 44) refers to one of his works entitied Raugat-1 Shéh:,
divided into 24 volumes, the fitst twenty of which deal with the lives of the samts, etc., and the last four
contain a discussion on Hadith and Tafsir. See also Ydd-i-Awyydm (by ‘Abdul Hawy), pp. 75, 76. Sayyid
Ja'far’s son, Sayyid Mubammad, Mahbib ‘Alam (d. 1111 A.H.) was also a well-known author and mysuc :
(Mirdt-1 Ahmadl, Suppl., p. 44).

(1) Sayyid ‘Ali the second son, (d. 1091 A.H.) held high offices under Shihjahin and Aurangzib.
In the 28th year of the reiga of Shdhjahin the title of Rizawi Khin was conferred upon him, while in the
10th year of the reign of Aurangzib he was appointed Sadr-i-‘Azam. (For details see Ma’dthir-ul-Umard,
i, pp. 307-309).

{ni) Sayyid Mdsd, the third son, who also held an office under Shahjahin, was sent by the Emperor
to Ahmaddbdd to assist hus brother, Sayyid Ja'far, who suffered from paralysis (Bddshdhndma, i, p 6.
and 2).
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Jahéngir says in his autograph-note on the Futuhat MS. that he en-
trusted the copy to Sayyid Jalil on the 14th of the Ilibi month of Dai,
in the 14th year of his Julis (accession) corresponding with the 26th
Shawwal, 1028 A.H. There is an entry in the Memoirs, in the 14th year
of the accession, dated the 24th Shahriwar, which runs as follows :—

“To Say%ld Jalal, s. Sayyid Muhammad, the grandson of Shih
‘Alam Bukhéri, an account of whom has been written among the
events of my Gujarat expedition, I gave leave to return. I gave him
a female elephant for his riding, as well as his expenses.”’?

It appears that the note on the Futuhat MS. was written some three
weeks after the Emperor had given the Sayyid ‘leave to return.’ It is
also probably certain that the Sayyid did not leave Agra immediately.
Apparently, he remained there for some weeks more and received the
manuscript at the time he took formal leave of the Emperor on or about
14th Mihr, the 14th year of the Julis.

The MS. did reach Mir Sayvid Muhammad at Abhmadabad who, as
a token of love, gave it to Sayyid Jalidl who had brought it all the way
from Agra. His autograph-note which 15 in Arabic runs as follows :(—

@lde af A Il gy g L;‘”} Sorb sy 85 AN s ooa
-Wﬂ\&&“ﬂld%qiﬁ&t‘{o;f-nu)da)idlai'

Translation.—I gave this book to the delight of my eyes, the strength
of my back and the namesake of my father, my son Jalal-ud-Din
Muhammad. May God prolong his life in accordance with His
will. Written with his own hand by Muhammad, son of Jalal-ud-
Din Muhammad. May God pardon their sins.

Of the three autographs on the manuscript, e.g., of ‘Abdur Rahim
Khian-Khinan, the Emperor Jahdngir and Mir Sayyid Muhammad, the
last one appears to me to be the most valuable, for, while the autographs
of the former two are not very rare, I do not know of the existence of any
other autograph of the Mir.

I hope that the publication of these notes will enable the authorities
of the Victoria Memorial Hall to correct the following fantastic description
of the manuscrigt which they have published in their Illustrated Catalogue
of the Exhibits :

‘“ go4—Manuscript copy of Fatoohat Maki (in Five Volumes). A
Book on Sufism by Mohiuddin Arabi in Arabic Language. Vol. 1
is in the handwriting of the Emperor Jahangir ; Volume II mn that
of Abdul Rahim Khan, son of Bairam Khan and Vol. IIl in that
of Akbar.”

I am grateful to my friend Mr. Percy Brown, A.R.C.A., the Curator
of the Hall who granted me every facility in my work.

I. Memoirs (transtated by Rogers and Beveridge, ii, p. 68).
2. Calcutta, 1925, p. 50

M. Mauruvzor Hag.
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“ly-leaf of the MS of Futuhat a! Makkiyya bearing the autographs ot the Emperor
ahangir, ‘Abdur Rahim, (Khan-Khanan) and Mir Sayyid Muhammad of Gujarat

(Reproduced by permussion of the Trustees of the Victonia Memorial Hall Calcutta)



