X.

ON THE COINS OF THE MUWAHHIDS IN THE
BRITISH MUSEUM.

It is seldom, even in the field of Oriental Numismatics,

that one finds a series of coins so untouched as those of

the Muwahhid Khalifehs of Marocco, the Almohades of
what may be called the Spanish Crusades.

Fraehn, who has generally published all one’s discoveries,
is in this case completely thrown into the background by
Delgado (in Gaillard’s Mon. Esp. Garcia de la Torre
Collection) and Castiglioni (Mon. Cuf. dell’ I. R. Mus. di
Milano) : but Delgado unfortunately limits himself to the
bare registration of inscriptions; and Castiglioni, on the
other hand, admits a superfluous amount of historical com-
ment. Adler’s Collectio Nova contains a very good account
of four coins of the dynasty.

The following 18 a list of coins now published by me
which have been published before :—

Dinars.

'Abd-El-Mu-min, no. 1. (Delgado.)

Yisuf I., no. 8. (¥raehn, Rec.; Castiglioni, incorrectly; and

Delgado.)
El-Murtada, no. 1. (Delgado.)
Some of the Dirhems,

The rest are, to my knowledge, inedited.

[In weighing I have used the French system; and, in measur-
ing, English inches and tenths of innheaj

VOL. XIII. N.8. T
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HistoricAL SKETCH oF THE MUWAHHIDS.

The name Muwahhid' signifies One who says that God is
One, a Unitarian. Why El-Mahdi gave the name Ei-
Murwahhidan (vulg. El-Muwahhidin) to his followers has,
I believe, never been discussed. And yet it is surely a
strange anomaly that a Mohammadan sect should take the
name of Unitarians, when it 1s the fundamental doctrine
of El-Islam that there is one God without associate. I
think, however, that the name may easily be explained by
a reference to the tenets of the sect to which El-Mahdi
belonged: this was the Ash’ariyeh, with the opinions of
which he was thoroughly imbued.? He was consequently
a vigoroussupporter of the allegorical method of interpreting
the Kur-an.* We find him constantly attacking the over-
orthodox Sunnis? of El-Maghrib® on the subject of their
anthropomorphic interpretations. In their opposition to
anthropomorphism the Ash’aris agreed with the Moatezilis,
and in the section on the latter in Esh-Shahrastani’s Kitab
el-Milel wa-n-Nohal (trans. by Dr. Th. Haarbriicker) we find
this sentence:® ¢Sie erkléiren die allegorische Deutung
~der Korfnverse, in welchen solche Vergleichungen’ [als
Richtung, Ort, Gestalt, Korper, u. s. w.]| ¢ vorkommen, fiir
nothwendig, und nennen diese Art und Weise des Ver-
fahrens das Einkeitsbekenniniss,” In this word FEinhests-

1 4.:1_;: is the act. participial noun of .1.:-;, 2nd conj. of a?_-; .

2 Ibn-Khaldiin, Histoire des Berbéres, tr. by De Slane, vol. ii.
. 164,

By Cf. Esch-Schahrastini, Religionspartheien und Philosophen-
Schulen (XKitab el-Milel wa-n-Nokal), trans. by Dr. Th. Haar-
briicker, (2 vols. Halle, 1850-1,) vol. i, pp. 104, 109, etc. ; Sale,
Kordn, Prel. Disc. p. 127, ete.

¢ Esch-Schahrastani, vol. i. p. 96.

5 Ibn Khaldin, vol. ii. p. 164.

* Esch-Schahrastani, vol. i. p. 43.
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bekenntniss (in the original Arabic? Jﬁ:;f'ﬂi Et-tiwhid)
we have the explanation of the name El-Muwahhidin.
El-Mahdi, and the rest of the Ash’aris, as well as the
Moatezilis, considered anthropomorphism to be incon-
sistent with the belief in the Unity of God; and therefore
the Maghrabi reformers took the name of Unitarians, to
distinguish themselves from the old school of El-Maghrib,
whom the former regarded as quasi-polytheists.8
Abua-’Abd-Allah Mohammad Ibn-’ Abd-Allah- Tamart, the
Imam of the Muwahhids, was born in the latter half of the
fifth century of the Hijreh. He belonged to the Hergha
tribe, a branch of the Masmiida, and, like all Muslim
reformers of eminence, was a descendant of ’Ali, the
son-in-law of the Prophet. Stimulated by an augury,
variously recorded, Mohammad Ibn-Tiimart, after travelling
in Spain and Egypt, and visiting Mekkeh and Baghdad,
determined to conquer El-Maghrib, then under the rule
of the dynasty of Yisuf Ibn-Tashifin, and to secure
the sovereignty for the Masmiida. He began by writing
several religious treatises, such as the ZTdwhid. He next
instituted systematic polemico-theological discussions with
the Maghrabi Doctors, generally coming out victorious.
During these religious campaigns he met with ’Abd-El-
Mu-min, the future founder of the Muwahhid dynasty.
After more wandering, and after presenting himself at
Marrakush, at the court of Ali Ibn-Yusuf the Muribit
sovereign, Ibn-Tumart summoned together the tribe of
the Masmiuda; and when the chiefs had sworn the oath of
fealty to him, he took the name of El-Mahdi® and gave

7 Cureton, pt. 1. p. 30 , 1. 16.

® After I had written this I found that Ibn-Khaldun (vol. .
p. 173) had come to the same conclusion.

* El-Mahd: means The Directed (pass. participial n. of (sad).
The Mohammadan ideca of the Mahdi has an exact parallel in the
Jewish 1dca of the Messiah. The Mahdi was expected to make
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that of El Muwakhidin to his adherents. In 522 (1128)
El-Mahdi died, leaving 'Abd-El-Mu-min chief of the
Muwahhids.

ErL-MowauHIDIN.10

1128 | 522 | Death of El-Mahdi.

1130 | 5624 |’Abd-El-Mu-min succeeds.

1163 558 | Abni-Yaakiib Yiisuf Ibn-'Abd-El-Muo-min.

1184 680 | Abli-Yusuf Yaaklib El-Mansiir Ibn-Yisaf.

1199 | 595 | Mobammad En-Nasir 1bn-El-Mansir.,

1214 | 611 | Abii-Yaakib Yiisuf El-!l[untamlr 1bn-En-Nagir,

1224 | 620 |’Abd-El-Wahid El-Makhlia Ibn-'Abd-El-Mu-min.

" 621 | Abi-Mohammad ’'Abd-Allih El-’Adil Ibn.El-Mansdr,
1227 | 624 | Yahyd lbn-En-Nasir.

1229 | 626 | Aba- l- Olid Idrs El-Ma-min Ibn-El-Mansgiir,

1232 | 630 |’Abd-El-Wahid Er-Rashid 1bn-El-Ma-mfun.

1242 | 640 | AbG-1-Hasan 'Ali Es-8a'id El-Moatadid Ibn-El-Ma-miin.
1248 | 646 | Abt-Hafs'Omar El-Murtada Ibn-Abi- Ibrahim-Ishik Ibn--
Ytsuf Ibn-’ Abd-El-Mo-min.

1266 665 | Abu-1-"0Ola AbG-Debbis El-Withik Ibn-Abi-’Abd-Alldh-
Mohammad Ibn-Abi-Hafs 1bn-'Abd-El-Mu-min.
1269 | 667 | Conquered by the Beni-Merin.

Fearing dissensions, ’Abd-El-Mu-min and the other chief
disciples concealed the death of the Mahdi for about three
years under the pretence of illness, and in the meanwhile
directed all their efforts towards strengtheming and con-
solidating the sect. In 524 they announced the death of
their master, and also the designation by him of ’Abd-
El-Mu-min as successor in the chief authority.

'The new leader occupied himself with various success-
ful expeditions until 534 (1139-40), when he began his
seven-years-campaign of conquest. His troops were daily
augmented by deserters from the Mursabits, and there
seemed every prospect of a speedy conquest of El-Maghrib.
In 539 (1144-5) he annihilated the army of the Mnriblg
the religion of El-Islam triumph over all others, and to establish
justice throughout the world.

1 This table is taken from De BSlane’s Intr. to his Trans. of
Ibn-Khaldiin, with very few alterations. Except in a discussion
on the meaning of the word, I have thought it advisable to use
the relative case Muwahhidio, which in Modern Arabic is em-

ployed in the stead of the subjective casc Muwahhidiin; the use
of the latter form being gencrally deprecated as pedantie.
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Tashifin Ibn-’Ali, and captured Wahran (Oran) and
Tilimsin. In 540 Fas was taken, and Sebteh (Ceuta) sent
a deputation of submission. After seizing Aghmat and
Sela (Salee), ’Abd-El-Mu-min laid siege to Marrakush
(Marocco), which, after a seven-months-siege (641), fell,
and with it the dynasty of the Murabits in the person
of Ishak Ibn-’Ali Ibn-Yusuf Ibn-Tashifin. By the cap-
ture in 543 of Sijilmaseh and Miknaseh (Mequinez) the
Muwahhids became masters of the whole of El-Maghrib
(Marocco and part of Algiers).

In the midst of his African conquests ’Abd-El-Mu-min
had not forgotten Spain. An expedition was sent there
in 540 (1145-6); and Xeres, Mertola, Niebla, Siloes, Beja,
and Badajoz, were speedily added to the dominions of the
Unitarians; Seville was taken in 541 ; and Cordova joined
the rest in the following year. |

Marocco and Spain being subdued, ’Abd-El-Mu-min
turned his thoughts towards Afrikiyeh (the country lying
between Egypt and Bejayeh in Algiers); and he deter-
mined to attack it. In 547 he took Bejayeh and Kusan-
tiniyeh (Constantina); and, soon after, his son ’Abd-Allah
defeated the Arabs of Afrikiyeh and received their sub-
mission, about half the province being thus acquired.
Disturbances in other parts of his dominions prevented
’Abd-El-Mu-min from following up this success at once;
but in 653 (1158) he returned to the attack, and suc-
ceeded in conquering the more eastern parts of Afrikiyeh,
then under the rule of Roger II. of Sicily : El-Mahdiyeh,
Tinis, and Tarabulus (Tripoli), now formed part of the
empire, which stretched from Egypt to the Atlantic and
from Marocco to Cordova. ’Abd-El-Mu-min’s attention
was next directed again towards Spain, where his son
Y usuf was hard pressed by Alfonso VIII. of Castile. After
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relieving his son he returned to Africa, and began to make
preparations for a renewal of the ‘Holy War.” It was
when sefting out in 558 (1163) for this last expedition
that the great leader of the Muwahhids was visited by ¢ the
terminator of delights and the separator of companions.’

I have sketched the conquest of the various countries
that united to form the extensive empire of the Muwahhids ;
and I shall now mention a few of the leading events that
happened in the reigns of ’Abd-El-Mu-min’s successors.

The main subject of interest is the Holy War, or the
continual and absorbing struggle between the Christian
Kings of Castile and of Aragon and the Mohammadan
Khalifehs of Marrakush for the possession of Andalusia,—
a struggle which, long after the subversion of this dynasty,
ended in the complete overthrow of the Muslim power
in Spain. We have also to notice frequent insurrections
in Africa, especially the conquest of Afrikiyeh attempted,
and almost attained, by Ibn-Ghaniyeh. With respect
to the orthodoxy of the Khalifehs, we find a remarkable
exception in the case of El-Ma-miun, who suppressed
the name of El-Mahdi in the Khutbeh and Sikkeh, (or
prayer and coinage,) and restored the dirhems to their
original circular shape: his tolerance extended to allowing
the Christians to build & church in Marrikush, and even
to ring the bells. Er-Rashid, the son and successor of this
liberal Khalifeh, seems to have followed in his father’s
steps; for Adler (Coll. Noov. Xc. A.) publishes a silver coin
with the name Er-Rashid substituted for El-Mahdi. Pro-
bably Es-Sa’id followed the example of his father and
brother. But the coins prove that El-Murtada and El-
Wathik restored the repudiated name of the Imam of the
dynasty to the gold coins; for we cannot but conclude that
El-Ma-min omitted the name of El-Mahdi from the gold



MUWAHHIDS. 153

as well as the silver coins, although Ibn-El-Katib (ap.
Casiri ap. Adler) mentions the omission in the dirhems only.

The fall of the Muwahhids was clearly foreshadowed by
two significant facts, the multitude of pretenders to the
throne, and the growing importance of the tribe of the
Beni-Merin. These mountaineers had long been slowly
advancing and gradually increasing in power, until
finally, having pursued and killed El-Wathik, they entered
Marrakush in 668 (1269-70).

Ox tHE CoiNageE oF THE MuwaAHHIDS,

The coinage of this dynasty, as represented in the British
Museum, exhibits many peculiarities.

Gold. Form circular. The area is always square, de-
fined by single, double, or triple, lines. The coin is struck
of such a size that the circumference almost touches the
angles of the inscribed square. Four segments of a circle
are thus formed between the square and the circumscribed
circle, and in these segments various words which compose
the marginal inscription are distributed. In transcribing
the coins I have always indicated by spaces the division of
the marginal inscription into four parts. The field abounds
in points, some diacrifical, and some not. "When the points
are diacritical, intentionally or accidentally, I have noted
them separately. Instances will be observed of diacritical
points inverted, put above instead of below a letter, or
contrariwise. There are usually three dots in each of the
four segments, one at each end and one in the middle,
independent of the diacritical points. The appropriation of
a particular area or margin to a particular part of the in-
scriptions is also noteworthy. The area of the obverse is
always reserved for religious sentences, including the pro-
fession of faith (A} s, oas &l 31 &1Y), and generally
a reference to the Mahdi, and the special motto of the
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Muwahhids (so>y 4l ), adopted for official purposes
by Yusuf L. in 561. The area of the reverse is always
appropriated to the name and titles of 'Abd-El-Mu-min,
with sometimes a clause on the Mahdi. The margin of
the reverse is occupied by the name of the reigning
Khalifeh, and that of the obverse by the name of his
predecessor, (or a sentence from the Kur-an,) save in the
cases of El-Murtedd and El-Wathik, who reversed this
by putting their own names on the obverse margin and
that of Yfisuf on the reverse margin,

Silver. Form square. Inscriptions in area only. Field
covered with points and fleurons. Mint-place sometimes
below the ordinary inscription of the obverse.

Copper. None known.

Er-MuwAHBIDIN,
A DINARS.
’ABp-Er-Mu-MIN,
1. (PL VL 1)
L A. ¥} ad}d
s &l
alt
M. ol Ty e e d) Jo w5 oo 2
Al
II. A. ‘QLal soeal!
oLt S
et Wb
M gl el e gl s ke
OV P R QWL

.75 w.23
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Diacritical points.

I.M.q\;:.

IL. A. wUdl—Zll.
M. ' sl it is doubtful to which ., the point belongs;

oyt Wl yanegall

Similar to (1).

Diacritical points. D. 8 w.28
I- Mr u"‘h_&-

H- H- w,-d‘ d-udjdn .

The only difficulty that meets us on this coin is the
name El- Kdim bi-amri-llah. The supposition, maintained
by some writers, that this name must be referred to the
’Abbasi Khalifeh El-Kaim is scarcely countenaneced by
the facts that the Muwahhids and the Abbasis were the
representatives of hostile sects, the former being Shi’is and
the latter Sunnis; and also that El-Kaim had been dead
half-a-century when "Abd-El-Mu-min was circulating his
coinage. I think there is nof the least doubt that this
name was a title of ’Abd-El-Mu-min: for, except on his
own coins, it always, throughout the series of dinars of this
dynasty, precedes his name; and even on his own coins the
case 18 the same, if we suppose the marginal inscription to
be a continuation of that in the area.

The conjectural reading of Castiglioni (Monete Cufiche
dell® 1. R. Museo di Milano, ocxriv), &es 3! () elal Csagall
Eil- Mahds Imam (figho) di Imami," is more ingenious than

i Sig. Castiglioni adds the following remark as a vindication
of his singular reading.—** Mahds ¢ insignito del titolo di figlio

YOL, XIII. N.s. X
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sound, for no coin that I have seen will bear any other
reading than £+J! bl Lsagall, which gives the thoroughly
intelligible meaning of El-Mahdi is the leader of the people-
of-the-religion® (the religion of Islam).

The reading .pbd! on I. M. is, I believe, entirely
original. Soret reads, but doubtfully, ~!; and Delgado
oW, T cannot, of course, state positively that el
should be the reading on the coins to which these Numis-
matists refer: but I can affirm positively that ! is
most distinetly visible on the coins in the British Museum ;
and in confirmation of my reading I may state that this

epithet is commonly applied to the Prophet’s kinsfolk.

ABu-Yaaxue Yusvr L.
1.

I A. (.,_.:-J‘ w;“ i) o]
SN G \ il d_!lﬂ

) gy 2l
LA ALl sseadt

M. ol ‘Lﬁl.l'r.hug t...:,.na:v_,.vi w;.d\_ﬂ._.a‘

di Jmam1, ed in fatti questo impostore si spacciava per discendente
da Ay e da Hassan di lui figlio, primo e secondo Jmam degli
Seciiti.”

12 ¢ The peopls of a [ particular) religion : (Akh, 8B :)a people to
wohom an apostls 13 sent, (M,K.) unbelievers and believers; such

-
being called his M{ : (M) any people calisd after a prophet are
ol

said to be his &v\ : (Lith, T :) the followers of the prophet :* Lane’s
Lexicon, voce Eﬁ
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II. A Lty i)
S o i
Ghe ot gradl) o

u_......n;.di oy

157

M. el el i in gl el el

Discritical points.
I. M. LJ"MU‘ Wt

Similar to (1).
Diacritical points.
I M. W,
IL M. goue gl ol — 1.

3. (PL VL 2)
I A. Similar to (1).

D. 86 w.2'33

. 8 w.233

Mo e R A aald) L

. (Kur. ii. 158.)
II. Similar to (1).
Diacritical points, &e.

I A. dasv.
IL A, Je—p yopall a,:-—r.ul.ﬁﬂ.

». 82 w.23
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Anv-Yusvr Yasaxus Er-Maxsus.

1.
I A. '._,a..}\ e 1l -
yomom 4 &1 aasl,
PR W | I QP B
P L | B PRV
LN ] sogalt
M. e e 3L ALY as-ly d) (K4
ALH gy bey B s ke o K Lo
II. A. &S &N LW oS!
o ropill S dAm o
uJ"'E-‘—:"";"J‘J—-?’" T
ying gl aiagall el
areeAll ol ) g
M. gl el gl g gl ragall o

cregtll ol
Diacritical points. . 1'l w, 4'58
I A, e
M. Sty —s

IL A. ug—idgits— paegtll'— y—duc
M. 2wy
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2, 7

Similar; var, ,) commences 1. 3 of II. A. instead of ending 1. 2.

Diacritical points. p. 1'l w. 446
IL A, aeegdll'— paregall®

M. povegill— ir gl —rgams— paiegal

3. (PL VI 3). 8
Similar to (2).

Diacritical points. p.1'l w. 4'63

I M. &aw

M. el — el gans Canp pt iegll !

4. 9
Similar to (2).
Diacritical points, &e.
L A. oas

M. L-@-:,J——;-J
p. 8 w.23

Similar to (2).
Diacritical points, &e.
L A. das*

M. ey oy
n. 8% w.29
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The marginal inscription on the first side is very re-
markable : I am not aware that it occurs on any other
coin in this form, though the first half is well known on
coins of this dynasty and others of North Africa. and

Spain.

G0 g0 QG »)| -~ & ~ 51 wrrl -
G"T)”L:—"’“)"”fl 1Y sy o) L
- - G be #r wabes # L W P s

@H”l;.ééf%f”‘u‘smmw‘s%

And ﬁou.r iglf.{d is one god; there is no god but He, the Compassionate, the
erciful :
And what there is of benefit is from God; and my direction is not but by God.

Apv-Yaaxue Yusur II. Er-MusTaNsiz.
1.

I A. R PR o

ya— y a1 J saslt,

PO G | P

e TV Jgesy S

D | BN XN
M. ol Wl ) st dllace ol egl) ool

I1. A. L WLa| ol
s N Sl
NS [P S SN
oyl o s
creoal) el (e o

M. M,,LA\ ol ey ﬂ...tﬁ.u_,:f W;J‘.#T ‘
p. 125 w. 463
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Diacritical points.
I1. A. w,d‘ﬁd-—u.l'l—fu‘l
M. sy — rargall snl

2. (Pl VL 4)
I. A. Similar to (1).

M. past i &ad o) S 41! .J..,:,g‘ w}iﬂ’i
IL. A, Similar to (1).

M. &L ) el o gy gl gl e Al e
Diacritical points. p. 1’25 w. 463
None; but a five-rayed star over &)!

There can be no question about the attribution of the
second of these two coins, on account of the occurrence of
Yisuf Ibn-El-Mansir (apparently meaning grandson of
El-Manstir) on the margin of the reverse. But the former
of the two at first sight might equally well be a coin of
En-Nasir. The following argument, however, considered
in connection with the resemblance between the two coins
induces me to decide in favour of Yusuf IL. If the coin
were struck by Abiu-’Abd-Allah Mohammad En-Nasir,
I. M. would refer to him and II. M. to his grandfather
Yusuf I. : this would create an anomaly; for both the
preceding and the following Khalifeh put his own name
on II. M. This anomaly is done away with if we suppose
the coin to have been struck by Yisuf II., II. M. thus
referring to himself and I. M. to his father En-Nasir.

The fact, however, that Yusuf is called ‘son of the

Khalifeh’ seems to point in the other direction; for
&= is the title of Abd El-Mu-min alone.
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Ani-ﬂug ’OMar Er-MurTapa Er-Mu-mix BILLAE.

13 1. (PL VI 5.)

I A. M a3 )
4Ty ahse Je oIl Jo
Foo § &S das
P V[ | R
e gy S

M e gl ATl ) eragall e
it 1 ]l BNl

II. A. LW ale] (sogall
Ty Sl
DY | 3 S
gl 8z ddse
creasall ool (e !
M Rl gl Gy il egell
Discritical points. ».1'15 w.4'63

1. M__r..a pl—plEll el u,g'i——u.ai.'i Al pegall—rnel

u—'.-LA‘
11, A. W)’d‘_@")’d‘ M-—-r!ti”
M. &LL&H-I-E-::{-—J-M‘
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2. 14
Similarto (1); var.I. A. &Jde under s, and & under &ll1 .
Diacritical points. - p. 1'15 w.4'63
LM prgall yuie gall
IL A, .yegal!

3. 15

Similarto (1); var. I. A, &y 0 under o4, and &2 under &\,
Diacritical points. p. 1’16 w, 4°63

LM ol
II. M. 2wy

4. 18
Similar to (1); var. no mint-place. p. 1'156 w.1°63
Diacritical points.
LM ool
IL A, megall el ! papal) e —and il — o
M. asdadl ol g Coging ) anegall aal

S, 17

Similar to (1); var. no mint-place.
Diacritical points. p.1'2 w. 463

1. A. F}}”—'rﬂf
M. dicd sl pa el a5l gl e gl
IT. M. oy rgany

VOL. XIII. N.S, Y
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I am inclined to think that the Yusuf whose name
appears on 1. M. is Yiisuf I., because El-Murtada was his
grandson; whereas Yusuf II, though he preceded El-
Murtada, was of a lower generation than he,

Apv-1’Ori Er-Wirmg Br-iiim.
1. (PLVL6.)
I A. g ) e Y 1) e
AT yomen Je AV Lo
XU S W IV
RN G | | PO B
b3 gy S

M.l Tl Y gl ol
Bl oy el o 0me o dlloe ol 0

LA L o] ol

TS W | GO ¢ oSl
sl dmi L
sl de s pof
eyl el (e
M. il ol i cogin gl gl el
Diacritical points. p.12 w. 46

I A. ru-..’
I1. M. m.sh—:;:mﬁ—:.,.!:iq'



MUWAHHIDS, 160

Here again we find Yusuf on II. M., and in this case
the coin is not struck by a grandson. I conclude, there-
fore, that El-Wathik, whose short reign was fully occupied
with the all-important endeavour to keep on the throne,
altered the obverse of his predecessor’s coinage, buf did
not change the die for the reverse.

B. DIRHEMS.
L o331 3] ad) ¥
RIS |
«JIUH 55 ¥

I1. L, &
Lelel Lsagdl

The inscriptions, on both sides, are enclosed by straight
lines forming square; and the coin is cut to the same
figure. No marginal inscriptions. Average weight,
1'45. Average length of side of square, '59.

Of this type of coin there are twenty-six specimens in
the British Museum. Seven of these have legible mint-
places ; viz.:

Tilimsan 2 (Pl. VI. 7.) 19-20
Tunis 2 (Pl. V1, 8.) 21-22
Bejayeh 1 83
Sebteh 1 24
Fas 1 25

and four have illegible mint-places. The position of the 2829
mint-place is always at the bottom of I., either altogether
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below the words &l ; or separated, and placed part under
¥ and part under &l (see Pl. V1. 8).

8044 The remaining specimens differ every one from every
other by reason of the ever-varying positions and forms
of certain dots and fleurons (P1. YI. 9).

There can be no reasonable doubt that these square
coins were issued by one or more of the Sovereigns of the
Muwahhids. The following passage from Ibn Khaldun13
i8 interesting in its bearing on the square form of the coins.

‘ ’Imam, ayant quitté les Hintata, se dirigea vers
Alguilin, dans le pays des Hergha, et s’arréta au milieu
de sa tribu. Il y arriva l'an 515 (1121-2). Ayant alors
biti un rabla pour s’y livrer a la dévotion, il attira auprés
de lui une foule d’étudiants et de gens de différentes tribus, -
auquels il enseigna son Morchida et son Tauhid, rédigés en
langue berbére. ILe nombre de ses partisans s’accrut
tellement que Malek-Ibn-Woheib, président du corps des
savants qui assistaient aux réunions de ’émir Ali-Ibn-
Youcgof, recommenca ses dénonciations. Jouissant d’une
certaine réputation comme augure et astrologue, il ne
manqua pas d’indisposer son patron contre le Mehdi, et,
comme les devins avaient prédit qu'un roi de race berbére
devait nécessairement paraitre en Maghreb et changer la
forme de la monnaie aussitét qu’il y aurait une conjunction
des deux planétes supérieures, ce prince s’attendait déja
i quelques malheurs. “ Protége 1’empire contre cet aven-
turier, lu1 disait Ibn-Woheib; c’est assurément I’homme
de la conjonction et du dirhem carré; celui dont il est
question dans ces méchants vers en patois qui courent
maintenant de bouche en bouche.

Mets-lui les fers aux pieds; ou bien, un jour,
Il te fera entendre un tambour !

3 Histoire des Berbeéres, vol. ii. p. 168.
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J’ai la conviction que c’est lui qui est 1’homme au dirhem
carré.”’

I am completely at & loss to decide to what prince of
the dynasty these square coins should be assigned. At
first I inclined fo the opinion that they were struck by
El-Mahdi himself. But my attention was directed by
Sefi. Camarino to the fact that the mint-places whose
names are found on the coins were not conquered by the
Muwahhids till after the death of El-Mahdi. Sefi. Cama-
rino’s opinion is that the coins were struck by the whole
series of Muwahhid Khalifehs. I think this view highly
probable, and the slight differences of these coins inter se
by dots and fleurons favours it. BStill, as all the mint-
places found on the square Muwahhid dirhems in the
British Museum Collection were conquered in the time of
’Abd El-Mu-min, it is quite possible that all of them
were struck by him or in his time. The passage I have
quoted from Ibn-Khaldiin would make one think that
some of the dirhems were struck by ’Abd-El-Mu-min
himself in order to fulfil the prediction; but on the other
hand Adler (Coll. Nov. Lxxx1x, A.) publishes a square
dirhem with these inscriptions:

I ot aasls
II-_J'J

II. dat das o]

= e oo N
o gl el
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If this coin was really issued by ’Abd-El-Mu-min (and
the fact that the inscriptions, put together, are identical
with M. IL. of the dinars of this Khalifeh (see p. 154),
puts this, in my opinion, beyond a doubt) it is difficult to
conceive why he should have issued a different type of
coin on which his name is not mentioned. Adler has also
published (ibid. xc. A.) & eircular dirhem of Er-Rasheed,
tenth of the line; the circular form is explained by the
orthodoxy of El-Ma-miin (see p. 152).

There still remain, however, several important Khali-
fehs whose names we find on no dirhems. These dubious
dirhems may have been struck by them.

I must now leave the square coins, with their origin as
much in obscurity at the end of my remarks as at the
beginning, except for these few negative results.

(1) It is impossible that those of them that have mints

should have been struck by El-Mahdi.

(2) From the first fact, and also (as Adler remarks)
from the early death of El-Mahdi, it is very un-
likely that he struck even the unminted dirhems.

(3) It is impossible that they should have been struck
by El-Ma-miin or Er-Rashid.

(4) ’Abd-El-Mu-min having struck dirhems with his
own name on them, it is improbable that he struck
others without his name.

StaNnLEY E. LANE PooLrz.

BriTise Museun, March 20, 1873.
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Bust was a city between Sijistan, Ghazneh, and Herft :
it now exists, but in ruins.* I believe this mint is as yet
unknown, and my opinion is confirmed by that of Sefi.
Camarino, whose wide acquaintance with Oriental Numis-
matics gives it great weight.

El-Leyth Ibn-’Ali must have been a son of ’Ali the
brother of Yaakiub and ’Omar the sons of Leyth : and the

date exactly agrees with the hypothesis,!?

StaNnLeYy E. Lane PooLE.

Britisr MuseuM, March 26, 1873.

W Marasid El-Ittila’ ; and Barbier de Meynard, Dict. do la
Perse.
8 See Price’s Retr. of Mah. Hist. vol. ii. pp. 229-234.



